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The Good, the Bad, and 
the Ugly
Navigating the Wild West of Open Access 
Publishing
Monument Valley from Powell Pt. UT. Robb Hannawacker. CC0. https://flic.kr/p/k6fQdM 
Who we are
Dan Chaney - Associate Professor, Oklahoma State 
University
Anali Perry - Scholarly Communications Librarian, 
Arizona State University
Nicole Sump-Crethar - Associate Professor, 
Oklahoma State University 
What is open access anyway?
● free
● online
● free of most restrictions
There’s Gold in them thar hills!
Open Access Journals 
- aka “Gold” Open 
Access
Wild West
Steps to setting up an OA Journal
1. Create Website
2. Create Paypal account
3. ?
4. ?
5. Profit!
Not so fast!
Some guidelines
● DOAJ Seal
● OASPA
● and of course… 
common sense
The Good
Who else?
● PLOS
● Smaller scholarly 
societies
● Developing 
countries
The Bad
How does the journal website look? Does it look professional or does it appear 
sloppy or haphazard? 
Are there typographic errors?     How does the journal website look? Does it look professional or does it 
appear sloppy or haphazard? Are there typographic errors such as this?
1.       How does the journal website look? Does it look professional or does it appear sloppy or haphazard? Are there typographic 
errors such as this?
The Bad
Does the journal use exorbitant article processing charges (APCs)? Does the journal clearly state 
what the APC is (or is it buried?)
The Bad
Are there hidden or extra charges?
The Bad
Is their peer review process spelled
 out and professional?
The Bad
Do their article’s peer review timeline seem odd? 
For example: a peer review that took two days?
The Bad
Do they send out spam email 
solicitations to publish with them?
The Bad
Journal indexing - is the journal indexed
anywhere you’d find it?
The Ugly
Lying Liars
https://doajournals.wordpress.com/2014/08/28/some-
journals-say-they-are-in-doaj-when-they-are-not/
Plagiarism
http://www.the-scientist.com/?articles.view/articleNo/35662/title/Rampant-Plagiarism-in-Two-Journals/ 
Fake Editorial Boards
Close contacts with Z. Beeblebrox?
From The Tree of Life: http://phylogenomics.blogspot.com/2012/01/scary-and-funny-
functional-researcher.html 
Peer-review rings
http://retractionwatch.com/?s=peer+review+fraud 
Malware
http://walt.lishost.org/2015/08/one-quick-serious-question-re-journals-with-possible-
malware/ 
This town ain’t big enough...
Good resources to check
● Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)
● Open Access Scholarly Publishing 
Association (OASPA)
● Retraction Watch
● Cites and Insights: The Gold OA Landscape 
2011-2014
Questions?
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